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COMPANY PROFILE

· Darlow Smithson Productions is one of the UK’s leading independent producers. The company has an award-winning track record and extensive co-production experience 

· We have produced more than 100 hours of high quality factual programming for the BBC, Channel 4 and five in the UK and leading international broadcasters including PBS, Discovery, TLC, Discovery Health, National Geographic and The History Channel in the United States. Many of the programmes have become best-sellers in the international television market.

· The quality of our work has been recognised with over 20 international awards - including a US Emmy, an International Emmy and two Royal Television Society awards.

· The company has special expertise in the use of advanced computer graphics and quality dramatic reconstruction. We also have substantial experience in high-definition productions.

· We are at the forefront of bringing quality to the screen within a wide range of budget parameters:- from cinematic releases to lower budgets where high editorial expectations still need to be achieved.

IN PRODUCTION

· TOUCHING THE VOID  1 x 90 mins for Film 4 & Channel 4 – Theatrical docu-drama based on the best-selling book by Joe Simpson.

· GIANT OF THE SKY: BUILDING THE AIRBUS A380  3 x 1 hour shot in HD for Channel 4, Channel 4 International & TLC – Science & engineering series following the building of the world’s biggest airliner. 
· LOST BUILDINGS OF BRITAIN  6 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & Discovery UK – Archaeological heritage series  examining important buildings that no longer exist.
· WE BUILT THIS CITY  3 x 1 hour for Discovery Channel – Technology series tracing the fascinating stories of the growth of London, New York and Paris from green pasture to vibrant metropolis.
· TIME TRAVEL  1 x 1 hour for TLC & Channel 4 – The possibilities behind the biggest challenge in modern science.
· CLASH OF THE TITANS  6 x 30 mins / 3 x 1 hour for five & Discovery US Science documentary pitting iconic battlefield technology head-to-head.
· SECRETS OF THE VIKINGS  2 x 1 hour for five, National Geographic US & National Geographic International – Science & history documentary exploring the genius of these legendary warriors.
· THE WRIGHT STUFF  1 x 1 hour for TLC – Following the life and work of the Wright Brothers as they took the first powered, manned flight.

· THE GEOGRAPHY OF GAMBLING  1 x 1 hour for National Geographic US – Special exploring gambling cultures around the globe.

· BUILT FOR DESTRUCTION  7 x 1 hour for National Geographic International and The Weather Channel – Series exploring the destructive power of nature.
RECENT WORK 

· HOT SCIENCE  2 x 1 hour for National Geographic International – Weird and wonderful cutting-edge science stories from the UK and Holland.

· HOW THE TWIN TOWERS COLLAPSED  1 x 1 hour for Channel 4, Channel 4 International and TLC – Computer graphics and eye witnesses unravel the second-by-second events of 11th September 2001. 

· LOST WORLDS  3 X 1 hr for Channel 4 and Discovery – New science reveals the magnificence of ancient civilisations.
· THE STRANGE WORLD OF BARRY WHO?  1 x 1 hour for BBC Four – Arts documentary about friendship and money. 

Winner – Royal Television Society Best Arts Documentary Award, 2003

· THE REAL CASANOVA  1 x 1 hour for Channel 4 – Factual drama on the man behind the name. 

· BRITAIN’S LOST ROMAN WONDER 1 x 1 hr for BBC2 – Archaeology     program about the Roman invasion of Britain.

· HOLLYWOOD DNA  3 x 1 hour for BBC & TLC – Series looking in depth at the workings of the movie industry.

· WHAT KILLED THE MEGABEASTS  1 x 2 hours for Discovery Channel Landmark science special solving the mystery of the extinction of  prehistoric Megabeasts.

· MURDER IN PARADISE   2 x 1 hour for Channel 4 – Murder mystery on an idyllic island.

Winner – Best Documentary, Radio Times People’s Choice Awards, 2002

Nominated – Best Graphics Award, BAFTA
· SUPERSTRUCTURES OF AMERICA  2 x 1 hour for TLC – Special on the engineering of the structures that define America.

· POINT OF NO RETURN  2 x 1 hour for Discovery Channel – Science documentary on engineering at the extremes. 

· THE MAKING OF A HANGOVER  1 x 1 hour for Discovery Health – Science documentary testing the effects of alcohol on human guinea pigs.

· STATION X  4 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & WGBH (NOVA) – Documentary series telling the story of the code breakers who won World War II.

Winner – US Emmy Award, 2000

· GOING CRITICAL  6 x 30 mins for Channel 4, Channel 4 International & TLC – Innovative combination of science and CGI used to examine the final seconds of landmark events .

· SECRET AGENT  4 x 1 hour for BBC2 – Documentary on the exploits of the Special Operations Executive in World War II.

· WHY DOCTORS MAKE MISTAKES  4 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & TLC –  Doctors explain how and why they made catastrophic errors.

· SCIENCE AND THE SWASTIKA  4 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & The History Channel – Science documentary series showing the reality and the impact of Nazi science.

· BLACK BOX 6 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & TLC – Major series on air safety, which achieved record audiences and was a big international success.
Nominated – 2 Emmy Awards, 1999

· WHY BUILDINGS COLLAPSE  4 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & TLC –  Documentary series investigating major civil engineering disasters.

Winner – Seismos TV Documentary Awards, 2002

· GREAT MILITARY BLUNDERS  6 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & The History Channel – Documentary series, filmed in four continents and spanning 1100 years of history.

· DERAIL  4 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & TLC – Rail safety around the world.

· SEX BOMB  4 x 1 hour for Channel 4 – Series tracing the sexual revolution in Britain over the last four decades.
· THE SINKING OF THE MARY ROSE (Secrets of the Dead)   1 x 1 hour for Channel 4 & Channel 4 International – Why did Henry VIII’s flagship sink?

· THE LOST GIRLS 2 X 60 FOR Channel 4 & Channel 4 International-  The untold story of a major British murder. 

· DRIVEN 80 x 30 for Channel 4 with Ideal World Productions –Innovative car magazine show. 
DARLOW SMITHSON ALSO HAS EXPERTISE IN FACTUAL DRAMA:

· CODED HOSTILE for Home Box Office/Granada – Film on the shooting down of the Korean 747 by the Russians.
Named as one of the year’s 10 best films in both Broadcast and The Hollywood Reporter
Nominated – Best Movie in the ACE Awards

· DEAD AHEAD: THE EXXON VALDEZ DISASTER  for HBO and BBC1 – film starring John Heard and Christopher Lloyd. 

Won top prizes at the Houston International Film Festival, the CINE Annual Awards and the American Environmental Media Awards

· THE AFFAIR for HBO and BBC1 – About racism in the US Army during World War II.

Nominated for two awards
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