


 
Together, Let’s 
Inspire Young 

Adults and Those 
With Some 

College but No 
Degree to Pursue 

a Lifetime of 
Education  





Do Enough Georgia’s Young Adults 
Expect to Attend College and Know That 

It Is Possible? 

• % Associate Degree 
• 6.6 

 
• % Bachelors Degree 

17.7 
 

• % Grad/Professional 
Degree 
• 9.8 

By 2018, 63% of 
jobs in the 

United States 
will require 

post-secondary 
education 

Georgia 



Knowledge Doubles Every Year! 
College Provides The Tools To Turn  

That Knowledge Into Power 
 Until 1900, human 

knowledge doubled 
approximately every 
century. 

 By the end of World War II 
knowledge was doubling 
every 25 years.  

 Now on average human 
knowledge is doubling 
every 13 months.   

 According to IBM, the build 
out of  the “internet of 
things” will lead to the 
doubling of knowledge 
every 12 hours. 

 

Knowledge Doubling Every 12 Months, Soon to be Every 
12 Hours 
By: David Russell Schilling | April 19th, 2013 (Industry Tap) 
 

http://www-935.ibm.com/services/no/cio/leverage/levinfo_wp_gts_thetoxic.pdf
http://www.industrytap.com/author/david-russell-schilling


If this much change took place in the last half-
century, how much will happen in the working lives of 

our community’s young adults? 

Then  Now 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PHmwZ96_Gos&start=39


Knowledge Brings 
Power 

College Brings 
Knowledge 



Yet the College Decision is Not Easy 
It’s Not the Same Decision You and I 

Experienced 
 It’s dramatically 

more expensive 

AND 

 Students and their 
families must pay a 
much higher 
percentage of that 
cost 

Job market 
demands make 
it even more 
critical for 
students to 
earn a college 
degree 

BUT 





STUDENT SHARE OF THAT 
COST OF COLLEGE HAS 
RISEN DRAMATICALLY  



And Our Society’s Resource Allocation Sends 
Mixed Messages About the Value of Higher 

Education  
 $9875 
 Estimated annual cost of each unemployed 25-34 year old to their federal 

or state government 
 In this Together: The Hidden Cost of Young Adult Unemployment (2014) 

 $31,286 
 Average annual cost of incarceration of one inmate in state prison 
 GA $21,039 
 The Price of Prisons: What Incarceration Costs Taxpayers (2012) 

 $6067 
 State funds  expended for college education per full time equivalent 

student in Georgia 
 Fiscal year 2013 – BOR Presentation to Joint Appropriations Committee (1/22/2013) 

 



So, Bob, …. 
How Are We Doing As a Country? 





 



 



And Many Students Are Not 
Making Wise Financial Choices 



INSTITUTION TUITION 
(15 hours) 

FEES HOUSING 
(Example)* 

MEAL PLAN 
(Example)* 

TOTAL 

Research 
University 

  
 $4,056 

  
$1,064 

  
 $4,016 

   
 $1,762 

  
  $10,898 

Comprehensive 
University 

   
$2,549 

   
$1,032 

  
$2,462 

   
$1,896 

   
$7,939 

State University    
$2,549 

   
$900 

   
$2,725 

   
$1,248 

   
$7,422 

State College    
$1,495 

   
$541 

  

   
$2,675 

   
$1,393 

  
$6,104 

State College    
$1,330 

   
$443 

   
$2,730 

   
$1,041 

   
$5,544 

College Is Financially Within Student’s Reach in Georgia 
Per Semester - 2014-2015 Examples 

* Colleges offer options.  This is an example of one typical option at each institution.   



Student Loan Debt Clock 

$1,244,398,394,635   

This clock reports an estimate of current student loan debt outstanding, including both federal and private 
student loans.  

Many Student Simply Choose 
to Borrow the Maximum 

Amount – the result: 



“Man’s mind stretched to a new idea never 
goes back to its original dimensions.” 

Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes 
 
 

Our Collective Challenge: Inspire 
Expand Our Young People’s 

Expectations About What They Are 
Capable  of Achieving and Give Them the 

Life Skills To Achieve It 



https://www.youtube.com/v/E0YdTY8fIKQ?start=49&end=85


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1Rft_64LcQ


• $1,304,000 
• $1,727,000 
• $2,268,000 

Average lifetime earnings of a person holding   
• High School Degree 
• Associates Degree 
• Bachelors Degree 

College Provides the Tools to 
Increase Earnings Dramatically 



 



… AND THE EARNINGS GAP BETWEEN THOSE 
WITH AND THOSE WITHOUT A DEGREE JUST 

KEEPS GETTING WIDER 





 



 



https://www.youtube.com/v/RwlhUcSGqgs?start=104&end=190


“Treat people as if they were 
what they ought to be and you 
help them become what they 

are capable of being.” 
Goethe 

Let’s Work Together to Make 
Our Region Awesome 
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