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NSCC Critical Thinking Rubric

Emerging
1 2

Analysis:

To dissect
arguments and
points of view

Deduction:

To use
generalizations in
order to draw
conclusions in a
specific situation

Does not identify or expresses
confusion about problems, arguments,
or points of view

Does not apply basic concepts
involved

Does not recognize biases or multiple
points of view

Does not acknowledge uncertainties

Partially identifies problems,
arguments, or points of view

Partialy applies basic concepts
involved

Partially recognizes biases or multiple
points of view

Partially acknowledges uncertainties

Accurately and thoroughly identifies
al problems, arguments, and points of
view

Accurately and thoroughly applies
basic concepts involved

Fully recognizes biases and multiple
points of view

Acknowledges uncertainties

Does not evaluate based on logic and
context

Does not assess quality of evidence or
distinguish between facts, opinions,
and assumptions

Does not identify the weak and strong
points of a problem, argument, or point
of view

Does not recognize counterpoints or
counterarguments

Partially evaluates based on logic and
context

Partially assesses quality of evidence
and distinguishes between facts,
opinions, and assumptions

Partially identifies the weak and strong
parts of a problem, argument, or point
of view

Partially recognizes counterpoints or
counterarguments

Evaluates based on logic and context
Thoroughly assesses quality of
evidence and di stinguishes between
facts, opinions, and assumptions
Thoroughly identifies the weak and
strong parts of a problem, argument, or
point of view

Fully recognizes counterpoints or
counterarguments

Recognizes only one “ correct” answer
instead of avariety of possible
conclusions or outcomes

Does not develop a reasonable
hypothesis or conclusion

Does not draw a hypothesis or
conclusion based on evidence and
reasoning

Recogni zes some possible conclusions
or outcomes

Develops a hypothesis or conclusion
that cannot be fully supported

Draws a hypothesis or conclusion
based on partial evidence or

incompl ete reasoning

Recognizes multiple conclusions or
outcomes

Devel ops a reasonabl e hypothesis or
conclusion that can be fully supported
Draws a hypothesis or conclusion fully
based on evidence and reasoning

Does not draw conclusions that can be
supported by evidence and reasoning
Does not identify the appropriate
general premises

Does not apply basic concepts
involved

Draws conclusions that can be
partially supported by evidence and
reasoning

Identifies some general premises
Partialy applies basic concepts
involved

Accurately devel ops conclusions based
on evidence and reasoning

Identifies applicable general premises
Accurately and thoroughly applies
basic conceptsinvolved

3/07




)8

$>86



%

8 #8$%

#

$W&

31



$ $
(8 1 $
2 $#
& $ AB
+ 66 & 7 & J $
3)2
& 5
+ 66 & 8 ;
& 5
(
4 9F G 9 9
#
)
F G
8 8
@
6 * )
2 # 1@ 8 ?1 $
7
8 7 ?7@
$ 1@ ¢t .8
( 8 &

#

$WE&

30



iy
D)
iy
D)

0 0O0C

[I¢

¢ . 88&

+H

# $W& 32



( #946 9
A
4:2
2

0

) # )

#)
4 !
+ 9
)$ (8 ,

# & [14 []# [16 [, [Jo []2

)8 (14 [1# (16 [, [Jo []2

: (14 [# [1e [, [Jo [2

( [1a [# (16 [, [Jo [2
# 2@ A

+ 7@
6 9
9
)9 (8 .

# & [14 []# []6 [], []Jo []2

)8 [1a [# [1e [, [1o [J2

: (14 [# [1e [, [Jo [2

( [1a [# [1e [, [Jo [2

$W&

33



7@

<$l
301
0sl
#0l
4%l

3%

$WE&

#



# $
3)22 $ A 9%6B

o# +=, ) #) ) +0,# 1// F0,K 1 )*)
() ,0,0* 1F 3F#, K)O+#0 )/ )O 2#0R)2B, F) 1 #

E &

+( : +

P # $WE& 3<




&2 I # ; 8 &

~
~
1

s 4< 4]
%

o

42 #l

o
A
»
&

w

Y
%

®
)
R
=
»
&
H*
A

w

4% 6l , Y0l #2 0l %

N
=}

~
~
1

%% 4< 4] V7 2 4< 4] o<l

$9l 46 # 2% 6l 432l 3,1

N
=}

0« 6% <l 6< 3l 43 2| 40l v ol

o« 66 % 6< 3l 42 #1 40l #<l

3 V2]
T 7
s |
/ ' ' / -
#<l #3$ 2 ,021 4< 4] o<l o«
3 9%

Y

%
3

46 # 40l 40l

P # $WE& 9%



3 %
7
/
#<l 60 6l 6%t 42 # s | #<l
3
( ? @NNNN\N
8 7
24 % 62 %
3
( &
( 1
5 1 K 1)
1.
6% <l #2 Ol 43 2| 0« 4< 4]
| # P88, %



12

101

16

14

12

10

Q1, Ability to ask pertinent questions
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Q1, Capacity to assess statements and arguments
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Q3, Ability to clearly define a set of criteria for analyzing ideas
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Q4, Willingness to examine beliefs, assumptions, and opinions and weigh them against facts.
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Q5, Willingness to listen carefully to others and give feedback

14

12

10

3

T

Business

English

Health

Engineering

‘DVery Weak O0Weak B Average 0O Strong B Very Strong E Not Observed

Science

Q6, Ability to suspend judgment until all facts have been gathered and considered
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Q7, Ability to look for evidence to support an assumption
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Q8, Ability to adjust opinions when new facts are found
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Q10, Ability to reject information that is incorrect or irrelevant
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Q11, Full-time or Adjunct
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